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Future Girls @ The Beach 
residential program brings STEM 
education to 20 Long Beach girls 


COA Kane wiremenn 


400m 2aAcn, imnany 
ssadug 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH 


the San Francisco Giants 
Page 8 


Former Dirtbag Matt Duffy 
makes it to the big leagues with 


CSULB grads write, direct and 
star in Consider the Match, which 
debuted at the Found Theater 
Page 6 


Thursday, August 7, 2014 


ASI Senate approves 
ground lease for 
university garden 


Professor Libby Gustin will serve as faculty 
advisor for Grow Beach. 


By PAIGE PELONIS 
Editor-in-Chief 


The much-talked-about, campus- 
based Grow Beach! University Gar- 
den was approved for its ground lease 
through Associated Students, Inc. 
during the ASI Senate meeting on 
Wednesday. 

The approval for this action was 
supposed to be read at three separate 
senate meetings, prior to approval, but 
ASI Executive Director Richard Haller 
explained during the meeting that the 
approval process for the garden was 
being streamlined, and Wednesday’s 
reading would suffice. 

The approval of the ground lease 
sets the ball rolling for the university 
to begin clearing the area designated 
for the garden. Haller said this will 
happen almost immediately following 
Wednesday’s senate approval for the 
grounds lease. 

After the university completes this 
phase of the project, Grow Beach! Uni- 
versity Garden will fall in the hands of 
students. The garden is not a univer- 
sity-run garden; rather, it will be run 
entirely on a “volunteer basis,” Haller 
said. 

Haller said this program was com- 
pletely student initiated and that ASI 
did not begin the effort. ASI was ap- 
proached by students to help with the 
university ground lease, which makes 
ASI’s role with this project that of a 


“landlord, more than anything else,” 
Haller said. 

During the senate meeting, Haller 
said that this action would not set a 
precedent for future student groups to 
assume that ASI will serve as “land- 
lord” for university grounds. He said 
every student group seeking a uni- 
versity grounds lease would need a 
contract that requires a specific action 
through the university. 

Libby Gustin, a professor in the 
Department of Family and Consumer 
Sciences at Cal State Long Beach, will 
serve as the faculty adviser for the gar- 
den, Haller said. 

Last February, former ASI Vice 
President Jonathon Bolin said Gustin 
was one of the first people approached 
about the garden. 

Bolin said that Gustin “teaches a 
course [where] the class plants veg- 
etables.” He said he asked if her class 
could use the garden, and Gustin said, 
“Hell yeah.” 

Haller said Gustin may be taking 
some sort of leave from teaching so 
that she can focus on the garden. 

A tentative building day for the gar- 
den was originally set for April 26, but 
on April 17, the Grow Beach! Univer- 
sity Garden blog site posted that the 
date had been postponed. 
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The Long Beach Latch festival gathered over a hundred women, which was much more than last 
year; each woman had to breastfeed for at least one minute. SEE STORY, PAGE 2. 


Program aims to boost number of girls interested in STEM 


Cal State Long Beach hosts Future Girls @ the Beach, a STEM 
Residential Program for middle school girls. 


By PAIGE PELONIS 
Editor-in-Chief 


For five days, Cal State Long Beach 
dorms were home to 20 middle school 
girls with one thing in common: an 
interest in science, technology, engi- 
neering or mathematics — the STEM 
fields. 

“Future Girls @ The Beach: STEM 
Residential Program” was a program 
that aimed to provide young girls 
with an opportunity to explore vari- 
ous topics that fell within the context 


of STEM. 

The program, which originally ex- 
pected 24 girls, according to its press 
release, featured a series of STEM 
workshops for the girls. The topics 
ranged from roller coasters to slime 
monsters. 

David Braunstein, Academic Coor- 
dinator for the K-12 Outreach and Re- 
cruitment Center, led the workshop on 
Styrofoam gliders on Friday, the first 
day of the program. 

“T flunked retirement twice,” Braun- 
stein joked as he explained his lengthy 
career in chemical engineering. Even- 
tually, he taught at Jordan High School 
in Long Beach and brought the Math 
Engineering Science Achievement 


program to that campus. 
He said that by having a career in 


- engineering, he “got paid to play for 35 


years,” and he hopes his students will 
take their turn “playing” in one of the 
STEMfields. 

Also on the first day of the program, 
Vahe Kludjian, a lecturer in the engi- 
neering department at CSULB, ran the 
“Portland Cement Concrete Slump” 
workshop. At the workshop, a group 
of girls was broken into four teams; in 
teams, the girls molded cylinders out of 
sand, rocks, cement and water. 

This workshop came full circle 
on the final day of the program when 
each team had the chance to measure 
the consistency of their cement by put- 


ting their hand-made cylinders to the 
“slump test.” 

Each group tested their now hard- 
ened cylinders with compression. 
Emile Castillo, a student participant 
from Signal Hill, was in the fourth 
group. 

“T think it looks pretty sturdy,” Cas- 
tillo said of her group’s cylinder before 
Kludjian directed the compression. 
One by one, the cylinders cracked and 
crumbled, only to be cast aside. 

Saba Yohannes-Reda, Director of 
the K-12 Outreach and Recruitment 
Center for the CSULB Engineering 
Student Success Center, said she hopes 
this program will help to bring more 
women into the various STEM profes- 
sional fields. 

“Hopefully they bonded, [or] they 
made some connections with civil 


engineering faculty,’ Yohannes-Reda 
said of her hopes for the group of girls 
in this year’s program. “Most of these 
girls like math, so that’s what it takes 
most of the time; but, at the same time, 
they want to see a role model.” 

Yohannes-Reda explained that the 
four resident assistants for the program 
were all female engineering students 
from CSULB, who could play the part 
of role model for the middle school stu- 
dents participating. 

Andrea Calderon, a senior mechani- 
cal engineering major, served as an 
resident assistant for the program and 
said she hopes each of these girls will 
be on campus pursuing STEM majors 
one day. 


See STEM, Page 4 
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“The Great Long Beach Latch” celebrated World of Breastfeeding Week by inviting mothers outdoors to breastfeed their babies. 


More than 100 moms gathered with their ba- 
bies in a designated area; they waited for an an- 
nouncer to give the word. 

“All right, it’s 11 o’clock... go for it!” the an- 
nouncer exclaimed. 

There and then, the moms lifted their babies 
and started breastfeeding. 

“The Great Long Beach Latch” was “a friend- 
ly challenge,” which occurred at the second an- 
nual “Latch and Link Long Beach” community 
fair. Moms were expected to breastfeed their 
babies for at least one minute starting at 11 a.m., 
according to the fair’s press release. 

Breastfeeding moms were also instructed to 
hold up a blue sticker that read, “We support NIP 
[Nursing in Public], to the LBC [Long Beach 
City],” in order to count how many people par- 
ticipated in the event. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
AND RUBEN D1Az 


Staff Writers 


Christine Gibson, one of the two organizers 
of the event and CSULB alumna, told the crowd 
that 44 moms participated in the event last year. 

“Our number for this year for ‘The Great Long 
Beach Latch’ is 162,” Gibson announced to the 
cheering crowd. 

The community fair celebrating World Breast- 
feeding Week took place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday at the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Long Beach located on Atherton Street and Bell- 
flower Boulevard. The fair was swarming with 
moms and babies, with some moms preparing 
themselves for “The Great Long Beach Latch” 
event. 

After the “Great Long Beach Latch” ended, 
the fair had other activities to partake in such 
as “Ask an LC” booth offering answers to 


breastfeeding questions, conversation groups, 
mini workshops led by breastfeeding and baby- 
wearing experts, acupuncture and chair mas- 
sages. 

Although “Latch and Link Long Beach” oc- 
curs once a year, Gibson said it took about eight 
to nine months to prepare. She said “a lot of 
networking” had to be accomplished in order to 
make sure she reached out to different commu- 
nity groups, agencies and organizations. 

“We have about 38 different organizations 
here in our resource fair,” Gibson said. “We also 
are reaching out to breastfeeding moms... preg- 
nant women... and expected families.” 

Denley, mother of one, said she went to the 
event to be around other moms who are breast- 
feeding. 
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“For me, to breastfeed, it’s such a personal ex- 
perience,” Denley said. “I think it’s so natural 
for the kids ‘cause it’s the first milk you’re going 
to have for your kids, and I think that’s... natures 
way of supporting your baby...” 

In June, CSULB senior accounting major Kar- 
lesha Thurman stirred controversy after posting 
a photograph on Facebook of herself breastfeed- 
ing her daughter at her graduation ceremony. 
The image went viral on social media. 

Louis Abrim, a “Latch and Link Long Beach” 
attendee, has his own opinion on Thurman’s NIP 
incident.w 

“I. think it’s natural, but the situation is dif- 
ferent depending on where you're at,” Abrim 
said. “Although you can hide it a little more, you 
should be able to do it wherever you’re at in good 
taste.” 


Long Beach’s budget proposals aim at improving services 


The majority of the budget would fund library operations. 


By Rusen Diaz 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach City Council discussed on 
Tuesday their budget plans for the 2015 fiscal year 


in which $54.1 would be used for parks, recreation 


and marine, library services, and code enforcement. 
George Chapjian, who is the director of Parks, 
Recreation and Marine, proposed the budget. He 
said services such as parks, recreation and marine 
are to provide “quality maintenance of parks, facili- 
ties, open space, beaches and marinas.” He added 
that a $287,000 increase to the budget funding these 
areas would continue to pay for these services. 
Chapjian also said that $2 million from the bud- 
get would replace “the outdated irrigation system” 


at Heartwell Park, which would “reduce ongoing 
water consumption.” 

According to drought.gov, most of California 
is currently in the worst drought level. Any type 
of conservation of water would help deal -with the 
state’s drought, Chapjian said. 

Glenda Williams, director of Library Services, 
proposed a budget of about $12.2 million for li- 
brary operations. 

“96 percent [of the money] goes to library op- 
erations,” Williams said. 

She said that proposed investments of $2.1 mil- 
lion and $48,600 would go towards making Long 
Beach’s North library bigger and replacing old 
phones in libraries. 

“The current phones are more than 20 years 
old,” William said. 

She also mentioned that Long Beach’s 12 librar- 
ies are “heavily used with more than 1.2 million 


visits” in this current fiscal year. 

“That equals about 5,000 people a day walking 
into our facilities,” Williams said. 

Angela Reynolds, deputy director of Develop- 
ment Services, who proposed a budget of $6.3 
million for code enforcement, said she would like 
to invest in “full implementation” of handheld de- 
vices, such as iPads, to help code enforcers. 

On another matter, Chapjian said that animal 
control is one accomplishment that happened in 
the 2014 fiscal year due to the work that went into 
the service. 

“Our animal care services operation has contin- 
ued its successes by reaching a 25-year-low in ani- 
mal impounds resulting in our highest live release 
rates ever,” Chapjian said. ‘ 

4th district Councilman Patrick O’Donnell 
said he promotes the parks, recreation and ma- 
rine budget. 


“J should take this moment to encourage the 
other councilmembers...” O’Donnell said. “You 
should really look to put [money] in some of the 
park facilities because those matter.” 

Many public commenters talked about a need 
for money to be directed to parks in order to pro- 
vide more surveillance. ; 

Claudia Schou, president of “Friends of Bixby 
Park,” a group that seeks to restore and revitalize 
Bixby Park in Long Beach, was one of the public 
commenters encouraging park monitors. 

“Ever since the park ranger program was cut 
from the budget three years ago, our city’s parks 
[are] in desperate need of support from park rang- 
ers,” Schou said. “We have public drug dealing 
and... public drug use.” 

Mayor Robert Garcia ended the budget discus- 
sion and said further discussion on the budget will 
continue on Oct. 12. 
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“The program is for girls from 
age 12 to 14,” Calderon said. “It’s 
just girls, and the reason for that 
is because we don’t have a lot of 
girls in our field,” she said. “...it’s 
rising, the number of girls that we 
have, but we don’t have enough. 
We’re encouraging them...and 
hopefully they pick our college at 
some point.” 

This summer program is “a 
branch of the MESA program,” 
Yohannes-Reda said. She said 
has been involved with MESA 
for 15 years, and last year, 
through MESA, she served about 
1,500 students, from Paramount, 
Long Beach, Bellflower, Los 
Angeles and Artesia, Bloomfield 
and Carmenita Unified School 
Districts. 

At the closing ceremony, the 
girls’ families joined them for din- 
ner and awards. Each girl was pre- 
sented with a personal award from 
the four resident assistants and the 
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three high school girls who were 
also living with the middle school 
participants. 

A handful of the 20 girls, which 
actually became 19 after one girl 
went home sick on the first night, 
stood up to thank everyone in- 
volved with the program for the 
experience, and some of the girls 
cried because the weekend had 
come to a close. Several of the 
girls said they hoped they would 
be able to come back next sum- 
mer. 

Yohannes-Reda said she is 
launching a new program this 
fall, which will be a mentoring 
program for STEM students, and 
she is hoping to see many of the 
girls who attended “Future Girls 
@ The Beach” apply for this new 
program. 

Yohannes-Reda said that the 
phrase “Future Girls” in the pro- 
gram’s title is particularly impor- 
tant for the mission of the pro- 
gram. “That’s who we are, and it 
should be known that women are 
entering the field starting very 
young.” 
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OBAMA'S “HOPE AND CHANGE” NEVER MATERIALIZED 


FACEBOOK 


By MIcHAEL Woop 


Opinions Assistant 


The political off-season is over, 
and it seems that the politics junkies 
of this nation are preparing to head 
for the polls. This is obviously pre- 
mature; we’re still two years away 
from the nearest presidential elec- 
tion, and the midterms are looking 
to be an absolutely sad and perverse 
exercise in politicking towards the 
base — the reliable idealists who can 
be relied upon to consistently show 
up and spend 15 minutes of their 
time at the local VF W hall, middle 
school auditorium or church and cast 
votes in all the right ways. 

Even they may have some trouble 


__ being bothered to enter the polls this 
year. The election is three months 


away, and I have yet to hear a single 
story about it that may be interesting 
to a member of the general public. 
I’ve even had trouble finding any 
news that may interest me. From the 
sham of the lawsuit that Boehner 


__ has been pushing against Presi- 


dent Obama, to the early start of 
presidential election flip-flopping on 
the part of Rand Paul, the low art of 
politics fails to shock or draw atten- 
tion from people deeply interested 
in it anymore. If I hadn’t seen it for 
myself, I would’ve never believed 
that the nation was talking about 
hope and change so enthusiastically, 
without a hint of irony merely 6 
years ago. 

There is only one word that can 
accurately. describe the state of the 
country in relation to its political 
system today: malaise. Simply put, 
it’s discomfort, it’s uneasiness, it’s 


every bad gut feeling that you might 
have but can’t put your finger on. 
This isn’t a bad feeling to have when 
you look at the news nowadays; 
there are a lot of reasons to feel un- 
easy when you see how the United 
States is performing on the world 
stage and even how its government 
is taking care of its citizens. If any- 
thing, it’s just accurate; it’s the right 
emotional response for a time with 
only ephemeral crises, but perma- 
nent discontent. 

This feeling hurts even more 
when you remember the climate 
of the country a mere 6 years ago. 

I have a very distinct memory of 
watching Barack Obama’s victory 
speech in 2008 and thinking that 
the entire world as we knew it was 
going to change. My family was 
poor at the time, and the blame in 
our household wasn’t on a shift- 

ing global economy, but on the 
perennial presidential punching bag 
known as George W. Bush. Not only 
was this election seen as a milestone 
in race relations for my household, 
Obama was seen as a return to the 
old days of the Democratic party. 
My grandpa proudly proclaimed that 
he was going to be the first president 
since JFK to actually do something 
for working people and not just the 
rich. We all agreed with him, we 
wanted so desperately to believe that 
this was true. 

The soft power of Barack Obama, 
his charisma, his idealism, the ideol- 
ogy of restructuring America to 
serve working people, is absolutely 


bankrupt. There isn’t a doubt in 

my mind about that. Those who 
continue to cling desperately to the 
myth of Barack Obama, the people’s 
president, are only able to do so out 
of a fear of what lies on the other 
side of the spectrum, the surpris- 
ingly resilient Tea Party movement. 
While it may not pack quite the 
punch that it did around 2010, the 
Tea Party still serves to strengthen 
the presidency of Obama in the 
minds of the left-leaning by show- 
casing the most extreme elements of 
the right wing and providing plenty 
of quotes that inadvertently scare 
moderates into running towards 
Obama. Without the tea party mon- 
ster under the bed of the nation’s 
moderates, Obama would cease to 
wield any effective political power, 
at least any of the sort that comes 
from popular approval. 

Looking forward to 2016, it’s dif- 
ficult to be excited, even for some- 
one who’s very much interested in 
politics. After the great disappoint- 
ment of Obama, I’m skeptical of 
anyone running for office. Whether 
it be Warren, Clinton, Paul or Rubio, 
it’s difficult to believe that anyone 
will be able to capture the nation’s 
imagination like Barack Obama. It’s 
even more difficult to believe that 
they’Il surpass Obama and follow 
through with their plans. As nega- 
tive as it may be, it’s a good idea to 
remember an old saying when you 
start thinking about our next elec- 
tions “Fool me once, shame on you. 
Fool me twice, shame on me.” 
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Zoe Saldana, Chris 
Pratt, Dave Bautista, 
a tree and a raccoon 
head into battle in 
“Guardians of the 
Galaxy.” 

Marvel Stupios 


‘Guardians’ of fun 


Marvel’s latest franchise 
attempt is refreshing. 


By Jesus GONZALEZ 
Diversions Editor = 


It is safe to say that comic books and superhe- 
roes are no longer a geeky cult pastime because 
these days anyone can enjoy nerd culture. 

Marvel may have been banking on this phe- 
nomenon to support its latest release “Guardians 
of the Galaxy,” which features less well-known 
heroes, and their risky approach is extremely en- 
tertaining. 

Some of the franchises that the Marvel uni- 
verse has explored on film are quite iconic. We 
have seen the likes of “X-Men,” “The Avengers,” 
“Thor,” “Iron Man,” “The Hulk” and “Spider- 
Man”, but “Guardians of the Galaxy” ventures 
to unknown territory for the geeky novice. 

By no means is this a series that people recog- 
nize, which is why it was a big risk for Marvel, 
but after watching the film many people most 
will definitely be fans. 

The film features a group of unlikely heroes 
that work incredibly well. The characters are 
quirky and silly, but still relatable and grounded 


despite the fact that they are out of this world. 
Star-Lord (Chris Pratt) steals a powerful orb 
that is capable of destroying entire worlds. He 
first comes to find the orb for some quick cash, 
but he soon finds himself on the run and seeks 
to protect it when he finds out about its powers. 
Along the way some of his foes become his 
friends, and together they unite to protect the 
galaxy from evils who wish to attain the orb. 


Star-Lord’s. gang is established. after-an.im-~ 


promptu prison break. 

Gamora (Zoe Saldana) is an assassin trained 
as a weapon for the villains in the film, but she 
seeks a change of heart. Drax the Destroyer 
(Dave Bautista) is a muscle head without re- 
morse seeking revenge for lost family members. 
Rocket (Bradley Cooper) is a smartass, geneti- 
cally altered raccoon and bounty hunter whose 
best friend is a tree-like creature named Groot 
(Vin Diesel). 

It should be noted that the strangers have 
nothing in common, yet overtime their friend- 
ship grows strong and they are able to transcend 
their vast differences, 

Some of the best moments of the film aren’t 
the spectacular visual effects that offer views 
into creative worlds or action sequences when 
the friends are in turmoil, but the small comedic 
moments dispersed throughout. 

The moments are often unexpected and 
charming, a lot like real life. It is actually nice 


‘Consider the Match’ 


draws community 


The original play makes its first debut. 


to see these moments in a film that is as far away 
from reality as possible. 

The soundtrack to the film is superb and is 
often juxtaposed with images that are far more 
extraordinary than the familiar tunes used. 
Something about this odd pairing makes you ap- 
preciate the music used so much more. 

Pairings of celestial Worlds and surprising 
music like“Escape (The Pina Colada Song)” 
by Rupert Holmes or “Ain’t No Mountain-High 
Enough” by Marin Gaye and Tammi Terrell are 
a great combo. 

The music is nostalgic; however, the tunes are 
not one-dimensional as they play an important 
role in the. film. : - 

It’s rewarding to see the attention to detail in 


something as simple as music, not only provide 
a film with the right groove, but also progress a 
story with a lot of heart. 

Many of the adults in the audience were 
probably pleased more than the kids for the 
soundtrack but also the pop culture references 
dropped from the ‘80s. 

-»Newly earned fans should be excited to hear 
that a sequel is already being planned for July 


» = 28,-2017.One-can-enly-hope-for as-:mueh:comedy, = 


action and fresh creativity as this release. 

There is really a lot to love about Marvel’s 
latest release that just about anyone can enjoy, 
from those who will understand the somewhat - 
obscure reference post credits to those who are 
just hopping along for the fun ride. 


“Consider the Match,” an 
original play written and di- 
rected by Cal State University Long 
Beach alumnae Maggie Boles and 
Katie Faris, took over Long Beach’s 
Found Theatre from Aug. 1 through 
Aug. 3, 

The play is about two friends who 
. explore the complexities of today’s hu- 
man life through a series of strange, 
relatable and philosophical scenarios. 

Boles said it was “definitely a learn- 
ing experience” performing in this play 
with Faris since it’s their first written 
and directed production that they have 
performed in. 


“Katie and I have worked together — 


in a number of... dramatic things,” 
Boles said. “Sort of like little skits 


By Rusen Diaz 
Staff Writer 


we did in our music department [at 
CSULB]. But this was sort of the big- 
gest project we’ve ever [tried] to un- 
dertake together.” x 

Although they have some experience 
with skits in the past, Faris said she was 
still nervous to perform. 

“It’s a lot of peers... within the ar- 
tistic community of Long Beach,” Faris 
said. “That can be a little intimidating 
sometimes... you feel like you have a 
little bit of a standard to uphold, wheth- 
er it’s your own or the one that your 
community presented.” 

Boles and Faris said they both met 
each other at CSULB’s music depart- 
ment as music majors. Faris also said 


that being part of the music 

department contributed to 
developing this play by teaching her 
how to be “more organized and focused 
in a rehearsal.” 

Boles mentioned that her fa- 
ther Eric Boles, an actor, also contrib- 
uted to the play by guiding them with 
advice and tips. He said that he is proud 
of his daughter’s dedication to this proj- 
ect. 

“She’s been performing for a long 
time,” he said. “I try to catch as many 
shows as possible.” 

Boles said that some of the cast 
members she and Faris have chosen, 
such as John May, are people that they 
have known for quite some time. 

Even though May has a close bond 


with some of his cast members, he said 
he had a “revelation” while working 
with them. 

“The talent and intell_igence of 
these people is really staggeringly 
high,” May said. 

Besides having a revelation on the 
acting abilities of his cast members, 
May said he also discovered something 


Rusen Diaz | Daity 49€rR 
John May, Katie Faris, Maggie Boles and Eric Boles (left to right) 
pose for a photo before the premiere of “Consider the Match.” 


else while working with Boles and 
Faris, 

He acknowledged how the young di- 
rectors are, and how their ambition led 
them to direct at their first major venue, 
the Found Theatre. 

“T learned how a 77-year-old man 
should take orders from two 25-year- 
olds,” May said jokingly. 
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Matt Duffy hit a .253/.305/.289 in 501 at-bats during his three 


years with the Dirtbags. — 


Matt Duffy’s first big 
league hit was an RBI 
single in the seventh 


inning last week against 


the Mets. 


By JosH BENTREM 
Media Manager 


Long Beach State has added yet 
another player to its list of major 
leaguers brought up by head coach 
Troy Buckley and the Dirtbags 
team. Matt Duffy became the 45th 
player to work his way to an MLB 
roster when the San Francisco Gi- 
ants promoted him last Friday. 

Duffy came out of LBSU in 2012 
as the 568th overall pick in the 18th 
round by the Giants, with not-so- 
impressive statistics as he hit a .253 
batting average in 501 at-bats and 
collected zero home runs over his 
three years with the 49ers. 


hit a .247 average in 182 at-bats in 
the Northwest League, but con- 
tinually showed improvement as he 
advanced to the Double-A Eastern 
League from the low minors, 

The Long Beach native will be 
giving the Dirtbags and Dodgers 
fans at least one reason to cheer for 


Even after getting drafted, Duffy 


the San Francisco Giants. 

“Duff actually text messaged 
me the night before he was actually 
called up when he got the news,” 
head coach Troy Buckley said. “He 
told me I couldn’t say anything yet, 
but what a great message that was 
to get.” 

Duffy joined an elite fraternity 
of former Dirtbag infielders to 
make it to the show. Sean Pellerin, 
who announced the Dirtbags’ play- 
by-play with KBeach radio, fondly 
recalls Duffy and his play at Blair 
field. 

“The Duff Man was a human 
vacuum while playing shortstop for 
the Dirtbags just a few years ago,” 
said Pellerin. “He’s always had 
great hands and...a good baseball 
1Q...following in the footsteps of 
[Bobby Crosby], [Evan Longoria], 
[Troy Tulowitzki] and [Danny Es- 
pinosa].” 


Summer glory for Dirtbags 


One Dirtbag plays for the same renowned league that baseball stars 
Troy Tulowitzki and Evan Longoria played in. 


Long Beach State’s reputation as one 
of the best baseball programs in the 
country, is well earned, considering the 
amount of talent it has produced. 

As fans and spectators, though, we 
usually only see the final results — not 
the rigorous process necessary for col- 
lege kids to make it to the pros. 

While the college baseball regular 
season and playoffs wrapped up months 
ago, many of the best collegiate players 
continued their hard work in summer 
leagues all around the country. It’s here 
where college players gain tremendous 
experience playing against top compe- 
tition. 

Despite having very little in the form 
of accolades, summer leagues provide 


By Oscar TERRONES 


Sports Assistant 


a great opportunity for college baseball 
players to show off their skills in front 
of a bevy of major league scouts. Their 
performance, while not be-all-end-all, 
is taken into account when teams are 
evaluating players for the MLB Draft. 
It’s a showcase, and players always 
want to impress. 3 

Part of what’s made past Dirtbags so 
special is their players’ participation in 
summer leagyes. All-stars Troy Tulow- 
itzki and Evan Longoria both played in 
the Cape Cod League, widely consid- 
ered the best collegiate summer league. 
Danny Espinosa and Cesar Ramos are 
other notable Dirtbags who played in 
the Cape Cod. 

The lone Dirtbag this year playing 


in the Cape is shortstop Garrett Hamp- 
son. Hampson is coming off a terrific 
freshman season, so it’s no surprise to 
see him there. He’s struggled, though, 
hitting only .268 with very little power. 
Hampson’s strengths are his defense 
and base running, so the lack of offense 
shouldn’t be a major concern. The hits 
will eventually fall. 

Other Dirtbags have fared much 
better, albeit in different leagues. 
Catcher Eric Hutting is hitting an 
impressive .297 in the Alaska Base- 
ball League. Infielder Alex DeGoti 
has been lighting up the West Coast 
League, hitting .313 with an excel- 
lent .455 slugging percentage. Zack 
Domingues has been hitting aver- 
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Garrett Hampson is the only Dirtbag this year to play in the Cape 
Cod and hit a .268 average. 


age (.380) and getting on base (.494) 
at a torrid pace in the ‘Northwoods 
League. 

This is only a brief view into the 
hard work these collegiates put in when 
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they’re not technically obligated to play. 
But like anybody else, they want to be 
great at what they do, and that means 
working the hardest when not everyone 
is paying attention. 


did you know the 


daily 49er 
has a 
youtube channel? 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


